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The new look 
of the 2016

Menominee T
ribal L

egislatu
re took

form a
s new 

leadersh
ip was

 selecte
d

and the
 top th

ree vot
e gette

rs in th
e

recent 
MTL elec

tion too
k the o

ath of

office. On Tu
esday, 

Februa
ry 9, 

Crystal

Chapm
an-Che

valier, 
Doug 

Cox, a
nd

Pershin
g “Spor

t” Frech
ette too

k the oa
th

of offic
e admi

nistered
 by Menomin

ee

Tribal 
Court 

Chief 
Justice

 Steph
an

Grocho
wski 

at 
the 

2016

Reorga
nizatio

nal m
eeting 

at the

Menomin
ee Casi

no Reso
rt in Ke

shena. 

Change
s were 

made w
ith the 

top tier

position
s on the

 Execut
ive Cou

ncil. 

After t
he swe

aring-in
, legis

lators

selecte
d Joan 

Delabr
eau 

as

Chairw
oman, Crysta

l Chapm
an-

Cheval
ier as 

Vice-C
hair, a

nd Myrna

Warringto
n as Sec

retary. D
elabrea

u was

voted in
 to the 

chair po
sition b

y a vot
e

of 5-4 
and aft

er bein
g selec

ted too
k

time to
 addres

s “thing
s that w

ere said

about 
me as t

o why
 I sho

uld or

shouldn
’t have 

this pos
ition,” s

he said
. 

See M
TL pg.5
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Community

discuss
es

persista
nt

threat o
f

synthet
ic

marijuan
a 
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Fightin
g throu

gh her 
tears,

39-year
-old N

eopit r
esident,

Delores
 Reiter

 bravel
y stood

up in 
front o

f a cr
owded

Neopit 
Commu

nity Ce
nter to

share 
her fe

ar, pai
n, and

uncerta
inty as 

she cop
es with

the de
structiv

e effec
ts of

smokin
g synth

etic ma
rijuana.

See M
EETIN

G pg.6
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With a ne
w hosp

ital bei
ng

created
 in Shawa

no,

ThedaC
are had

 an aba
ndoned

building
 in Sh

awano 
it was

looking
 at pass

ing on t
o some-

one els
e.

The M
enominee I

ndian

Tribe c
onsider

ed pur
chasing

the bui
lding a

nd then
 having

the membership
 determ

ine

what w
ould be

 the be
st uti-

lization
 of the 

building
, ideas

ranging
 from neede

d resi-

dences 
to utili

zation 
by the

College
 of Menomin

ee Natio
n

(CMN).
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Tribe o
pts

out of S
MC

purcha
se

New lea
dership

 selecte
d at Re

-organi
zationa

l meeting 
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Crystal Chapman-Chevalier, Pershing “Sport” Frechette, and Douglas Cox, take the oath of at the 2016 Reorganizational

meeting at the Menominee Casino Resort. In additon to the three legislators taking the oath of office, new executive offiers

were chosen for the top three leadership positions. 
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Tribal 
leaders

hip ap
proved

 three

pieces o
f mariju

ana leg
islation

 that sig
-

nifican
tly reduce

s penalti
es for

possess
ion of 

small a
mounts

 of ma
ri-

juana a
nd for 

those w
ith qua

lifying

medica
l condi

tions, l
egalizes

 the po
s-

session
 of me

dical m
arijuana

 on th
e

reserva
tion. 

At the
 Janua

ry 21 
meeting,

 the

Menomin
ee Trib

al Legi
slature 

passed

the Medical M
arijuana

 ordina
nce by 

a

vote of
 5-4. 

Other a
genda i

tems at
 the Jan

uary 21

MTL mee
ting we

re the p
roposed

 ordi-

nances
 of th

e decr
iminaliza

tion of

possess
ion of 

small a
mounts

 of ma
ri-

juana a
nd the 

prohibi
tion on

 public 
use

of mari
juana. 

Legisla
tor Vyr

on Dixo
n motio

ned to

table th
e two re

maining
 mariju

ana ord
i-

nances.
 

At the 
Thursda

y, Febr
uary 4 

MTL

meeting
, legisla

tors vo
ted to p

ass bot
h

remaini
ng ordi

nances 
with a 

vote of
 5-

3 in f
avor o

f the d
ecriminalizat

ion

ordinan
ce and 

8-0 in f
avor of

 the pro
hi-

bition o
f the pu

blic use
 ordina

nce. 
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