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There is good news, Menominee, as we conclude the first 

month of 2021!  New cases of Covid 19 are at their lowest point 

since late summer, before the fall surge began right after Labor 

Day.  (Please note that I am not delivering the doom first this 

week!) 

There were only 4 new cases diagnosed last week. Numbers of 

people calling for tests are down, numbers of people in the 

hospital are down.  Numbers out of work sick, numbers in 

Quarantine; all way down!  At this point, we can conclude there 

was only a post-Holiday “bump” in cases, no surge.  And for 

that news, the exclamation is:  GOOD JOB!!!  Enough people 

took precautions seriously enough to prevent another surge in 

cases.   

How do we KEEP the cases down?  There are some IDEAS! 

 Remember what happened in communities and states 

when cases got low last summer:  people returned to their  

pre-Covid lives with exuberant and wild abandon.  This 

did not work out well.  Cases quickly not only jumped but 

stampeded, causing huge outbreaks, hospital crises, and 



 

the horrific increase in death rates the US continues to see 

daily.  Don’t GO there.  The key to keeping Covid cases 

down is to maintain vigilance:  keep wearing masks, keep 

distancing, avoid gatherings!   

 Test, test, test!  When case rates are low, the more people 

test, the more we find cases quickly, before they spread, 

the quicker we can contain the virus.  If you have no 

symptoms and no known contacts, still get tested at 

National Guard testing (every other week in to March).  If 

you have even a hint of a mild symptom (runny nose, mild 

sore throat, slight fever, etc), call MTC to get a test 

scheduled.   

 Get vaccinated when you have the opportunity (see 

below).  Getting people vaccinated at a time when cases 

are low greatly improves our odds of preventing spread of 

Covid.  

Now is the moment to trounce this virus.  Doubling down now 

will make a huge difference.   

And now, words of caution…   New Strains of Virus: 

 All viruses have changes in their genetic code (DNA), 

called mutations, which happen as the virus reproduces.  

Some of these changes render the virus more likely to 

avoid attack by our bodies’ immune systems. So, it is an 

advantage to the virus. Covid wants to keep multiplying 

and surviving.  Covid virus samples have been identified 



 

with these mutations and they are called new strains (and 

given names of countries and alphabet/number soup). 

 

 Several of these new strains have proven able to “drop and 

roll” to avoid human immune systems.  They spread 

MORE easily from human to human (hard to believe it 

could be any easier).  This caused a huge spike of cases in 

England; despite the safety measures they were taking.  

Similar strains developed in South Africa and Brazil (or at 

least were identified there first).  These new strains are 

already in the US.  We know they spread more easily.  

There is concern they may also prove more serious; 

meaning “meaner” virus, able to cause more serious illness 

and death.  If these strains gain a foothold in our 

community, it will feel like we are starting all over again 

fighting the virus. We will know they are here if we see a 

big sudden spike in cases.  The only way to prevent these 

new strains from establishing residence here is to 

MAINTAIN masks, distancing, and avoid gatherings.  

Double masking is being encouraged by some medical 

experts.  Masking in homes where at-risk people live is an 

added safety measure.  Stay tuned to CDC 

recommendations for what extra safety measures are 

needed.  

VACCINE: 

We have now vaccinated over 700 adults.   



 

We continue to follow State of WI guidelines for priority 

groups.  We are well into Phase 1b, meaning we are vaccinating 

elders and specific essential workers.   

The amount of vaccine we get weekly continues to be low, 10-

200 doses per week. This prevents ability to announce a vaccine 

clinic for everyone who wants it.  We also never know which 

day we will get vaccine, making it hard to schedule in advance.   

We expect the number of vaccine doses per week to now slowly 

increase.  We are also now giving 2nd vaccine doses to health 

care workers and CBRF resident and staff.  

This week we will continue to call and schedule elders 65 and 

older; we are working down to the younger persons in that age 

group.   

If you are 70 years old or older, want vaccine, but have not been 

scheduled, please call Community Health at 715-799-5430 to get 

scheduled! (see bullet points below on who qualifies) 

This week we will start vaccinating Educators of the 

Menominee community (essential workers).  They will be 

called to schedule.   

It will take SEVERAL weeks to vaccinate this group of Elders 

and Educators.   

MTC agreed to vaccinate people who are: 

 Menominee tribal members and descendants 

 Patients of Menominee Tribal Clinic 



 

 Essential workers on the Menominee reservation 

 Menominee County residents 

We accounted for these groups when we agreed to receive 

vaccine from the State of WI Department of Heath Services.  

Please note the State of WI DHS recommendations for priority 

of vaccinations change.  That is why we have not published a 

long -range priority list.  The GOOD news is that we are 

AHEAD of most of the state in getting through the priorities, so 

far.  

We can report there have been ZERO allergic reactions to 

vaccine.  There are side effects for some (low grade fevers, 

muscle aches, chills, sore red arms) but these are NOT allergic 

reactions and the symptoms are short-lived.  They are well-

worth the benefits of preventing Covid illness and deaths.  

One note to clarify:   

 Covid vaccines are proven to prevent people from getting 

SICK from the virus.   

 People who are vaccinated can still pick-up virus and 

spread it.  So, they could still test positive, and still give it 

to others.  

 So, the only way vaccines will make a HUGE difference is 

if HUGE numbers get vaccinated.  (“herd immunity”).   

 We will have to keep up all the safety measures until the 

community is vaccinated.  



 

 Booster doses may be needed to protect us from the new 

strains; keep your ears open for news on this.   

 Vaccinating at a time when cases are low is the perfect 

time to make a big difference.  

STAY VIGILANT, STAY SAFE, NOW IS THE TIME TO 

SUMMON RESOLVE AND PUT AN END TO THIS VIRUS! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


